Student Snapshot: Jessie Johnson

Jessie Johnson is a Senior in the Stage and Screen Acting Program. She will be playing Mayella
Ewell in To Kill a Mockingbird February 14-28.

While you have not yet seen her on the stages of the Nevada Conservatory Theatre, Senior Jessie
Johnson has been an energetic part of the UNLYV theatre scene. She is one of the officers for the
UNLYV Theater Student Collective (TSC). This active student group is completely student-run:
they are the directors, designers, stage managers, and actors in shows that they program, market,
and produce. As a member of the TSC, Jessie has acted, directed, and even tried her hand as a
playwright in Shotgun, the TSC’s 24-hour play festival. For Jessie, the TSC is a space where
students can learn from each other. She says “There is only so much time we have with our
teachers; so if our classmates can help us enforce what we have learned the better we can get!”
For Jessie, the strength of the actor training at UNLYV is the fact that the faculty introduces
students to so many different training methods. She describes it as a “rainbow of tools to use and
explore” in building a character.

Jessie is eagerly looking forward to her NCT debut (even the late-night rehearsals!). She is
grateful for the opportunity to learn from the experience of working with the graduate students
and professionals involved with the production, particularly director Barbara Brennan. In
preparation for playing Mayella, she has read the novel several times to get to the heart of her
character. Jessie believes that Mayella, above all, “is a product of her surroundings.” Guided by
her father, Bob Ewell, “she is just as racist as her father and even more naive.” However, Jessie
sees the challenges that Mayella has faced as well: “She is the eldest out of eight and has taken
the place of mother for her siblings. That kind of burden, of being so young yet having to grow
up, weighs down on Mayella and kind of unhinges something.”

Jessie is most excited to be a part of bringing To Kill a Mockingbird to Las Vegas audiences
because of the power of its message. She says that this story “is S0, S0, SO very important,
especially in our recent society.” For Jessie, it is essential to bring this beloved novel to life on
the Judy Bailey stage in order to make us all think about racism and injustice in our
communities.



